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activity. And the integrity of history is one of those
things which are being sacrificed at its altar. The
idea that a nation's well-being depends solely on its
political capacity and that history has very little to
do with anything which has no bearing on the poli-
tical affairs of a people are largely responsible for the
narrow outlook that regards history as nothing more
than a mere narrative of political happenings, of the
rise and fall of kings and empires. Freeman's view
that 'history is past politics and politics is present
history* reflects almost correctly the present-day
trend in historical thinking. Politics in the past did
help to create conditions favourable to the growth of
culture. But the democratic institutions of ancient
India, in spite of the fact that they are the prototype
out of which similar institutions in various parts of
the world have evolved, cannot certainly be called the
most remarkable feature of her true greatness. It is
her unparalleled spiritual genius that marks her out
as the one country in the world where every expression
of life is inspired and motivated by the godward ten-
dency of her soul.

Of what avail is history to India if it has no place in
it for that which constitutes her real glory? The
Mauryas of old did indeed build up the largest empire
in their contemporary world and the system of polity
they followed was an equally striking example of their
political wisdom, yet it is not so much for these as for
the iinique religious idealism of one of their emperors'
that they deserve the particular attention of the